
Unaided Writing Assessment – The 
Rocket

• Teach children the poem orally 
each day for a week (don't let 
them see it)

• Dictate it for them and ask them 
to write it down

• Look for evidence of each 
phase

Phase 3 (CVC words)

In the dark
A big bright flash
The rocket takes off
With a bang and a crash

Away to the moon
The rocket will race
Through the dark and black 
Empty space

Look back at the Earth
Far below
It is green and blue
Did you know?

Faster, faster
On we zip
In our gleaming
Silver spaceship

Phase 4 (adjacent consonants)
In the dark

In the dark
A big bright flash
The rocket takes off
With a bang and a crash

Away to the moon
The rocket will race
Through the dark and black 
Empty space

Look back at the Earth
Far below
It is green and blue
Did you know?

Faster, faster
On we zip
In our gleaming
Silver spaceship

Phase 5 (alternative spellings of long 
vowel phonemes)

In the dark
A big bright flash
The rocket takes off
With a bang and a crash

Away to the moon
The rocket will race
Through the dark and black 
Empty space

Look back at the Earth
Far below
It is green and blue
Did you know?

Faster, faster
On we zip
In our gleaming
Silver spaceship


